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^ In 1925 we find Sibelius struggling with a
gigantic task: composing the music for Shake-
speare's " The Tempest " in execution of an order
from Det Kongelige Theatre in Copenhagen. At
the same time he wrestles with two Kalevala
subjects, " Tapiola " and Vaino's Song/' from which
a symphonic poem and a tone-poem for chorus and
orchestra emerged.

In the midst of this hard work the master was
overtaken by his sixtieth birthday. The ovations
on his fiftieth birthday are repeated, but the
dominant note is different. In 1915 it was an
oppressed nation that demonstratively honoured
the man to whom it was granted to proclaim its
love of liberty with greater power and weight
than anyone else. Now it is a free country that
requites its greatest son. The Head of the State
awards him the highest order of the realm, the
representatives of the people resolve, without a
division, to award him the largest State pension
that had ever been granted to a private Finnish
citizen, society again exerts its utmost powers to
declare the undiminshed intensity of its feelings.

It is a man of world-wide fame who is honoured
this time by a small country in the far north,
Sibelius' music has completed its triumphal progress
and now the master can point to outwardly visible
proofs of his fame. The fall of the Tsarist power
and the liberation of Finland have removed the last
obstacle for foreign countries, too, to honour
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